SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE NEWS FOR SUNDAY 16 MAY 2021 


Good morning and welcome to the weekly news bulletin of the South African 
Radio League read by .............455 [your name, call sign and QTH] 


The South African Radio League broadcasts a news bulletin each Sunday in 
Afrikaans and English at 08:15 and 08:30 Central African Time respectively on 
HF and various VHF and UHF repeaters around the country. The bulletin is 
relayed on Echolink by Johan, ZS6JPL. The audio bulletins can be downloaded 
from the League website at www.sarl.org.za while the text bulletin can be down- 
loaded from https://sarlnewsbulletin.wordpress.com/. To join the MailChimp 
bulletin mailing list, send an e-mail to the SARL Secretary. 


In the news today: 

THE SARL SURVEY 

THE ZS3 SPRINT THIS AFTERNOON 

and 

THE SARL-100 WORKING GROUP 

Stay tuned for more information on these and other interesting news items. 
THE SARL SURVEY 


The SARL Liaison Team would like to know how long the average amateur 
has taken to amend their legacy licence. Please give your honest feedback on 
the survey at www.surveymonkey.com/r/NY6JR39. There is also a link on the 
SARL web site. 


SARL RESPONSE TO DRAFT EQUIPMENT AUTHORISATION REGULA- 
TIONS 


On Friday afternoon 14 May, the SARL submitted its response to the Draft 
Equipment Authorisation Regulations as published by ICASA on 30 March 
2021. The League thanks ICASA for the publication of the draft regulations 
and the inclusion of Amateur Radio in the list of exclusions. But the League 
feels that the draft regulations are not clear on what is included in the exclusion 
from the regulations. The League has made a number of proposals referring to 
the Frequency Spectrum regulations and ITU regulations 1.56 and 1.57. 


THE ZS3 SPRINT THIS AFTERNOON 


The ZS3 Sprint is on the air this afternoon from 14:00 to 15:00 UTC (16:00 to 
17:00 CAT) with CW and phone activity on 40 metres. The exchange is a RS 
or RST report and your provincial or country abbreviation. Submit your logs 
sheet in ADIF, Cabrillo or MS Excel format by 23:59 CAT on Friday 21 May 
2021 to zs3ncQ@qsl.net. Get all the rules on page 75 of the 2021 Blue Book. 


AMATEURS IN NEW ZEALAND HAVE ACCESS TO 60 METRES AGAIN. 


Paul Gaskell, G4MWO the Editor of the 5 MHz Newsletter reports that the 
New Zealand Association of Radio Transmitters (NZART) announced recently 
that negotiations with the regulator RSM were successful in accommodating 
60 metre operation for New Zealand radio amateurs. Following the end of the 
two-channel 60 metre ”trial” in New Zealand during 2020, amateurs there will 
now have access to a WRC-15 Amateur Secondary Allocation of 5 351.5 kHz - 
5 366.5 kHz with a maximum allowable power of 15 W EIRP (about 9,14 W) 
by applying for a sub-license. This trial will be for 12 months to allow RSM to 
assess if any interference issues arise. If none do, then the NZART will negotiate 
with RSM to have the 60 metre band added to the General User Radio Licence, 
eliminating any need for a sub-license in the future. 


You are listening to a news bulletin of the South African Radio League. 
THE SARL-100 WORKING GROUP 


The SARL-100 Working Group was created during the Council meeting on 
Tuesday 11 May 2021 with the aim to collect the history of the SARL. Karel 
Bezuidenhout, ZS6WN is the Councillor looking after this portfolio. The WG 
is aware of a lot of historical material at the Archives in Cape Town. 


The WG would also like to thank Jan Du Toit, ZS6ALC who donated old Radio 
ZS magazines to the League. Members are invited to donate old Radio ZS 
magazines, call sign books, Club magazines and newsletter, old photos, old QSL 
cards, etc., to the SARL-100 WG. Contact Karel, ZS6WN at zs6wn@bezts.co.za 
if you have such material. 


CONTEST NEWS 


The third Wednesday 80 m Club Sprint is on the air from 17:30 to 18:30 UTC 
(19:30 to 20:30 CAT) on Wednesday 19 May with CW and phone activity. The 
exchange is a RS or RST report, your 4-character grid square and the name of 
your Club. The QSY rules for Sprints apply. You earn 2 points for each QSO, 2 
points for the first QSO with each grid square and 1 point for each Club worked. 
Log sheets in MS Excel format shall be submitted by 23:59 CAT on Monday 
24 May by e-mail to zs4bfn@mweb.co.za. Get the rules on page 63 of the 2021 
Blue Book. 


The Committee received 38 logs for the 40 m Grid Square Sprint held on Tuesday 
27 April 2021. The logs reflected 744 QSOs with 373 grid squares and 334 
counted. Twelve clubs appear in the results. The full set of results is in HF 
Happenings 964. 


1st the West Rand ARC - 1 032 points (14 logs) 
2nd the Bo-Karoo ARC - 348 points (4 logs) 
3rd the Northern Cape ARC - 273 points (3 logs) 


Individual scores. 


1st Michael, ZS4BHF - 151 points 
2nd Karen, ZS6MMA - 140 points 
3rd Kobus, ZS6BOS - 137 points 


Nine logs were received for the AWA Valve QSO Party held on Saturday 1 and 
Sunday 2 May. For the AM QSO Party, two logs were received with six call 
signs logged and for the SSB QSO Party, eight logs were received with ninety 
call signs logged. The full list of results will be published in the AWA June 
Newsletter 


AM QSO Party 

18* Chris, ZS6CPA 

SSB QSO Party 

18t Ludwig, ZS5CN — 198 Points 
2d Chris, ZS6CPA — 50 Points 
3™¢ Helmar, ZS1H — 42 Points 
PROPAGATION REPORT 


Hannes Coetzee, ZS6BZP, reports that the solar activity is expected to be at low 
levels. There are currently two sunspot regions visible and minor C-class solar 
flaring activity is possible. If you want to do your own frequency predictions, the 
expected effective sunspot number for the week will be around two. The 15 to 30 
m bands will at sunrise and especially during the late afternoons, provide some 
good DX fun. Please visit the website spaceweather.sansa.org.za for further 
information. 


Finally, a diary of some upcoming events: 


This afternoon — the ZS3 Sprint 

19 May — the SARL 80 m Club Sprint 

22 May — the Radio Amateur Examination 

29 and 30 May — the CQ WPX CW Contest 

5 June — the SARL VHF/UHF QSO Party 

13 June — the Hammies Sprint 

16 June — Youth Day and the SARL Youth Sprint 
17 June — World QRP Day 

19 June — the SARL 40 m Grid Square Sprint 

19 and 20 June — the All Asian CW Contest 


20 June — Father’s Day 
To conclude our bulletin, a recap of our main news story: 


The SARL Liaison Team would like to know how long the average amateur 
has taken to amend their legacy licence. Please give your honest feedback on 
the survey at www.surveymonkey.com/r/NY6JR39. There is also a link on the 
SARL web site. 


This concludes our bulletin for this morning. 


We invite clubs and individuals to submit news items of interest to radio am- 
ateurs and shortwave listeners, in both English and Afrikaans, if possible, by 
following the News Inbox link on the South African Radio League web page. 
News items to be included in the bulletin should reach the news team no later 
than the Thursday preceding the bulletin date. 


You are welcome to join us every Sunday morning for the weekly radio pro- 
gramme, Amateur Radio Today at 10:00 CAT. The programme can be heard 
on VHF and UHF repeaters countrywide and on 7 082 kHz lower side-band by 
courtesy of Louis, ZS5LP. A rebroadcast by Andy, ZS6ADY, can be heard on 
Monday evenings at 19:30 CAT on 3 620 kHz. 


We welcome your signal reports, comments, and suggestions; please send these 
by e-mail to artoday@sarl.org.za. 


You have listened to a news bulletin compiled by Andy Cairns, ZS6ADY, edited 
by Paul Johnson, ZS1S and read by .............. 


From the news team, best wishes for the week ahead. 


